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MINUTES OF’ ANNUAL MEETING 


HE Annual Meeting of The Montreal Soldiers’ Wives’ League 
was held on Friday, March 9th, 1917, in the League Rooms, 
Guarantee Company of North America Building, at 3.30 p.m. 

There was present the Honorary President, Mrs. E. W. Wilson, 
the 2nd Vice-President, Mrs. E. M. Renouf,the Honorary Treasurer, 
Madame J. T. Ostell, the Honorary Asst. Corresponding Secretary, 
Mrs. T. G. Hodge, the Honorary Recording Secretary, Mrs. Edward 
J. Woodburn, Lt-Colonel F. M. McRobie, Mr. A. R. Doble, Presi- 
dent of the Khaki League, the Rev. Frank L. Orchard and a very 
large number of members gi friends. 

The President Mrs. E. B. Busteed presided. The meeting was 
opened with our prayer 3 the War and the National Anthem. 
A letter was read from Her Excellency the Duchess of Devonshire 
expressing her interest in the work of the League and her willing- 
ness to become its Patroness. 

The minutes of the previous Annual Meeting were réad and 
confirmed. 

The President in a few remarks welcomed the members and 
friends present and expressed her regret at the continued absence 
of the Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. F. Minden Cole, through 
illness. The Recording Secretary presented the Annual Report, 
followed by the Treasurer's Statement; after which the Assistant 
Corresponding Secretary gave a complete record of the work of the 
office. 

Reports were read from the various Branches and Regimental 
Committees as follows: Delormier Branch, French Military Hospital 
Work, Grenadier Guards, 97th Siege Battery, 107th Siege Battery, 
Field Artillery, Canadian Army Service Corps, 24th Battalion, 
60th Battalion, 242ndForestry Battalion, 244th Battalion, Kitcheners’ 


“Own, 5th Canadian Pioneers, The Military Benefit. 


In an inspiring and patriotic address Lt-Colonel McRobie 
moved the adoption of the reports, seconded by Mr. A. R.. Doble 
who spoke in terms of praise and sympathy of the work accomplished 
by our League. Carried unanimously. 

Mrs. Walter Sadler read the report of the Nominating Coiimittee 
and moved that the officers therein named be duly elected. Seconded 


by Mrs. H. L. Pavey. Carried. 


The Rev. Mr. Orchard closed the meeting with prayer and the 
benediction, after which tea was served in the* adjoining room, 


§ 


presided over by Mrs. J. J. Creelman and Miss Costigan. Much 
regret was expressed at the absence of Mrs. G. R. Starke who was 
to have presided in the Tea Room, but was unavoidably absent 
through illness. Her very able assistants, however, provided 
a successful and delightful social half hour to the satisfaction 
of all those who remained. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ANNA M. Woopsurn, 
Recording Secretary. 


PRESIDENT’S REMARKS 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: 
It would be out of place to take up the time of this meeting with 
any lengthy remarks, when we have so many interesting reports to 
be read. It is however, my privilege and pleasure to say a few words 


specially to the members of our League before we close the book on 
the work of 1916. 


In looking back, we do so with gratitude and thankfulness, hop- 


ing and trusting that our efforts have been acceptable to those for 
whom they have been put forth. 


While the wish in the heart of every one of us is that this brutal _ 
war may cease, because of the continued anxiety we have to endure” 


for our men at the Front, because of the hard work to be done by 


those who are left behind, because our Allies are fighting for their 


very existence and because we know we are fighting for that which 
is right. For these reasons we are constrained to go on and go 
forward without one thought ‘of weariness but rather rejoicing as 
the boys do in the trenches, if we are able to do anything that will 
help them to feel more contented about their wives, mothers and 
little ones whom they have left behind. Glad too if we are able to 


do anything that will make their life at the Front just a little bit 


more comfortable, (if that were possible). 

__ In this connection, may I state, that in the hope of doing more 
efficient work for the women and children of our men at the Front, 
we expect in the near future to move into our long wished-for Home. 


Perhaps for the time being I might call it, “The Osborne House,,” 


generously given us for two years, free of rent by the King- 
horn Estate through Mrs. George McDougall. It has long been our 
desire to have a place where we could accommodate a soldier's wife 
while passing through the city, when such necessity arises or to 
provide a temporary home for any soldier’s child or children who 
may be in need of such protection. We hope too, with the increased 


accommodation for the office, to carry on all the work of the League 


more efficiently. 


While we have much in the way of office furniture, we will need 


much more and we hope:as one member has given so generously, 


other members and friends will help.us out in this new endeavour 
which we have before us. : ; a 
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This work has done much for us. We have learned to love each 
other in a way that would have been impossible under ordinary 
circumstances. We have learned to know each other and to value 
each other’s abilities, as we never could have done under former 
conditions. With all my heart I thank you for your assistance, 
your courtesy, your kindness and your never-failing support 
throughout the year. 

The Officers of the League, I could never thank sufficiently for 
all they have done. Untiring in their efforts and devoted to the 
work undertaken by them, they have enabled us to complete another 
year’s work successfully. 

To the Conveners of Regimental and Emergency Committees, 
those of you who come in contact with the soldiers’ wives in your 
weekly meetings, when you gather to converse with each other, to 
knit, to distribute wool and become better acquainted and to those 
who visit in the homes, I would say, you are doing the best work, 
the work for which the Soldiers’ Wives’ League was organized— 
namely to bring the wives, mother, sisters and friends of all soldiers, 


be they officers, non commissioned officers, or men, into closer touch 


with one another, so that they may mutually aid and assist one 
another in times of difficulty, trouble and distress. You have a 
power and a privilege that the officers of the League do not have. 
Never forget, that no good effort put forth, no kindly word spoken, 
or loving deed done is ever lost, it must bear fruit, sometime, some- 
where, and of which you may never know. 

So I say to you all, go on, go forward, let us be more determined 
than ever to do our share, and not think of resting till the Conquest 
is won. 


RECORDING SECRETARY’S REPORT 


During the year 1916 the Montreal Soldiers’ Wives’ League has 
continued it’s work as formerly. 

Weekly meetings have been held every Wednesday morning, 
with the exception of the Christmas holidays and July and August. 

The Executive Committee has met on the first Monday of each 
month. 

Through the great kindness and generosity of Mr. Rawlings, we 
have occupied these rooms in the Guarantee Building, with service, 
light and heat free of charge, and every day, morning and afternoon, 
meetings of the women connected with the various regiments are 
held under the direction of the Regimental Committees. 

Mrs. George Starke, the Convener of our House Committee, very 
kindly supervised our moving into this building. We all know what 
the moving of a house means, but we found ourselves here almost 
without knowing that any move had taken place. We are most 
grateful to the House Committee for all that it has done for us. 

As the days of the year have gone by, the work of the League 
has increased, as the following report of our various committees 


will show. : 
/ 
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We have representatives on the Patriotic Fund Committee, the 
Khaki League, and the Italian Red Cross. 


As the primary work of the League is that of looking arter our 


soldiers’ wives and children, our Emergency Visiting Committee 
may be looked upon as the most important Committee, formed solely 
to look after the families of our men enlisted for Home Service and 
of the returned soldier. The Convener, Mrs. D. Lorn Crawford, 
with her committee of 15 members, has accomplished a splendid 
work. To these ladies our thanks and deep appreciation are due 
for their untiring loyalty and devoted service so cheerfully rendered. 
It mattered not, however severe the weather or how great the dis- 
tance, all cases were investigated within 24 hours. During the 
year, 127 cases have been investigated by this Committee, sent by 
the Patriotic Fund, Khaki League, Charity Organization, Salvation 
Army, Dr. Byers, of Ste. Agathe, private individuals, and through 
application at our office. 

This does not include the cases investigated by the members of 
our Regimental Committees. Clothing was sent to 22 families, 
coal sent to 20, 26 Christmas hampers, weekly allowances of money 
for 17 families, water rates paid for 4, partial rent for 5, grocery bills 
for 2, babies’ trousseaux- given to 7 mothers, baby carriages for 
5, cod liver oil, medicine, etc. for 3 children, weekly supplies of 
groceries for 23 families, doctors’ bills for 2, an invalid chair pro- 
vided for a soldier’s wife, free transportation secured for a returned 
soldier, also for 2 families and for a widow with 2 children, the last 
mentioned being from Montreal to Edmonton, and we paid fare to 
Murray Bay and return for a sick woman, and assisted a woman 
and her children to return to England. Money has been loaned to 
returned soldiers to aid them in re-furnishing their homes, and to pay 
pressing debts, also to women returning from England on their way 
to the North West. Mourning has been provided for 6 war widows. 

This Committee has expended $375.00 for immediate help. 

In addition to this special report of the Emergency Committee, 
insurance premiums have been paid for 2 


¢ 2 soldiers, and funeral ex- 
penses for one woman and her child. Money was advanced to assist 
a soldier to bring his wife and family here from Letroit. Through 
the kindness of the Rev. Dr. Johnston and the ladies of the American 
Presbyterian Church, 


i a summer holiday in the country was secured 
for 11 children. 


_ We have to thank Mrs. Robb, who has given us from time to 
time money for special cases out of the fund she is dispensing for a 
deceased friend. 

Supplementing the work of the Em 
members in charge of the Clothing 
that they could manage in endeavoring to supply the never-ending 
requests for clothing of every description. While we never have 
enough clothing at our disposal, we are most grateful to all the 


friends who have sent us garments new and partially worn, with 
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boots and shoes, for the many needy applicants who come to our 
rooms on the first and third Monday of every month, presenting a 
card of identification. During the year 2,335 garments, 413 new 
pairs of boots, shoes and rubbers, and a number of second-hand 
boots, 3 infants’ layettes, 2 blankets, as well as bedding, gas fixtures, 
2 gas stoves, baby carriages, and a child’s sleigh have been given 
out by the Clothing Committee. $150.00 was appropriated to this 
committee, beside gifts from generous members and friends. The 
Sewing Committee has been of great assistance in supplying 
children’s garments, also a circle of ladies at Joliette, the Queen 
Mary Needlework Guild, the Municipal Chapter 1.0.D.E. The 
Welcome Club of the Y.W.C.A., the Pung-U Circle and others. It 
has been a great satisfaction for us to have received from time to 
time a generous donation of clothing from Mrs. Ascah and the good 
women of Gaspe Peninsula, who in their long winter afternoons 
found much pleasure in doing their share of War Work by making 
us garments for our women and children. 

We offer our warm appreciation to Miss Carter, Mrs. Peacock 
Mrs. Reay and Miss Richardson for their faithful services to this 
department of our work. 

The Sewing Committee, under the convenership of Miss M. C. 
Barwick, has met regularly once a week throughout the year. The 
following articles have been made and distributed:-—To No. 2 
Khaki Convalescent Home. 59 sheets, 34 pillow eases, 75 towels, 
229 garments, and 10 infants’ trousseaux to the Clothing 
Committee. During the months of August and September, this 
committee met twice a week to make hospital supplies for the 
Soldiers’ Comforts’ Booth at the recent Military Benefit. This 
work was a most acceptable donation to the Benefit as it was the 
only booth where hospital supplies could be obtained. The Sewing 
Committee was greatly pleased to receive, towards the end of the 
year, another sewing machine from one of our members. 

We now come to the report of our Christmas work. This season, 
which is always looked forward to with so much pleasure and antici- 
pation, not only on the part of children, but by the mothers and 
the older members of families, brings with it a great deal of 
responsibility to the committee who undertakes this work. 

It has been our aim, if possible, that no deserving case shall be 
neglected, or omitted from our lists. Nevertheless, it does some- 
times happen that someone is forgotten or unavoidably left out, 
but, on hearing of these ‘cases, parcels were sent long after 
Christmas. Gifts were sent to every child, under fourteen years of 
age, of the Composite Battalion, and a large number of the families 
of returned soldiers; 100 gifts and 50 pounds of candy to the soldiers’ 
children in the Hervey Institute; 50 gifts to the Engineers’ Christ- 
mas tree at Point St. Charles; 15 to the 242nd Forestry Battalion; 
25 to the 24th Battalion; 130 to the Army Service Corps; 40 to the 
5th Pioneers; $25.00 for the Christmas tree of ‘‘Kitchener’s Own”; 
gifts for 25 families on our Emergency list; a parcel of comforts to 
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an aged couple; 6 large parcels were sent by express to Huntingdon, 
Compton, Hull, Magog and St. Agathe, and all articles remaining 
were sent to the Childrens’ ward of the General Hospital. 

This Committee also provided a tea for 110 mothers and 273 
children of the Composite Battalion, at the Victoria Rifles’ Armoury 
on the 27th of December, and plum puddings for the Christmas 
dinner of the men on Picket Duty at the Grand Trunk Stock Yards. 

To provide for all this, we are most grateful to the members who 
stood by our comforts’ boxes and solicited gifts in the various 
departmental stores ‘on the two Saturdays previous to Christmas 
to the children of the High School Kindergarten, through Miss Mary 
Campbell, for a large donation of toys and garments; to Mrs. R. J. 
Mercur and the members of the Dorval Women’s Club, for a very 
generous donation of dolls, toys, puddings, cakes and clothing, to 
Mrs. E. A. Robert for a most acceptable parcel of blankets and new 
clothing, to the Montreal Women’s Club, to the Pung-U-Cirele, to 
Messrs. E. B. Eddy, to the Commercial Twine Co., to Messrs. 
McIntyre & Co., Limited, to Messrs. W. R: Brock Co., Limited, to 
Mr. N. Fortier, through whose kindness we secured wrapping paper 
and twine for all our parcels, to Lt.-Col. McRobie for having all our 
parcels delivered free of charge, and to all who contributed various 
donations. Too much praise cannot be given Mrs. D. E. Galloway, 
Convener, Mrs. C. Virtue, Mrs. H. Palmer, Mdme. des Trois 
Maisons, Mrs. J: M. Wooding, and Miss F. Fortier for their devotion 
and earnestness, in giving of their time all through the week prior 
to Christmas to this labor of love for the families of the men who are 
fighting for us without any thought of the Christmas Season and its 
festivities. 

The Soldiers’ Comforts’ Committee, through its Convener, Mrs. 
E. C. Eaton, has had charge of the boxes placed in our departmental 
stores and has been gratified with the many varied articles deposited 
therein. On investigation, 240 pairs socks, gum, cigarettes, tobacco, 
tooth brushes, soaps, books, mufflers and wristlets, with $52.60 in 
cash have been contributed anonymously. We have found that this 
means of collecting comforts for our men has been well worth while. 
We wish our friends to understand that everything contributed 
through these boxes is sent overseas th rough our Regimental Com- 
mittees, and we thank all who have helped us in this way. Through 
the kindness of members and friends, we have been able to send to 
the soldiers at Ste. Agathe rugs, blankets, mufflers and caps, with a 
generous donation of dressing gowns made by the members of the 
Victoria Rifles’ Chapter, and we gave a large donation of socks, bed 
socks, mittens and comfort bags to Miss Winter for the soldiers in 
Ramsgate Hospital. 

_ The work of the Wool Committee, in the hands of Mrs. Alfred 
Cole, has been most successful. Including a small balance from 
last year, 1,898 pounds of wool havebeen purchased. Ofthisamount 
745 pounds were sold at a slight profit to our different branches, and 
666 pounds have been knit by members. We have 487 pounds on 
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hand. The comforts knit by our members and friends were—1,010 
pairs socks, 82 mufflers, 39 pairs wristlets, and 25 caps distributed 
to our Regimental Committees. 

The Entertainment and Social Committees has not been called 
upon as often during the past year as in the early period of the war, 
possibly because it has not been necessary to have so many social 
gatherings, for the Khaki League and other organizations have done 
so much in providing entertainment for our soldiers. Then, too, our 
time during the past year was so fully occupied with our Military 
Benefit, of which a separate report will be given. I would, however, 
like to remind you of Mr. Racey’s very instructive and enjoyable 
lecture, ‘The War in Cartoon,” through which we benefitted to the 
extent of $503.00. 200 copies of the ‘“‘Royal Montreal Regiment 
Growler” presented by Mr. Dobbin, were sold on that occasion. 
The members in charge of this entertainment, under the convener- 
ship of Mrs. John Molson Crawford, with Mrs. MeNicoll and Mrs. 
Dodwell, worked energetically, and were gratified by the results 
attained. 

The League provided cake for a very successful Valentine Party 
given by Mrs. W. H. Winter and a committee of ladies in No. 2 
Khaki Convalescent Home. 

200 pounds of home-made candy was provided by our members 
for the Boy Scouts’ Benefit in His Majesty’s Theatre in the month 
of June. 

A large amount of home-made candy was contributed for the 
benefit of the Montreal School for the Blind in the Princess Theatre. 

Invitations were extended to the wounded soldiers in No. 1 
Khaki Convalescent Home, McTavish Street Home, and the Grey 
Nunnery for the Moving Picture entertainment of the Military 
Benefit in the Windsor Theatre. 

Hospital Committee:—Mrs. George Hanson, who from the very 
beginning of the war has looked after not only our sick women, but 
also our sick soldiers, still continues her faithful and loving service 
in visiting regularly at the Montreal General Hospital. With her 
assistants, she distributes flowers, fruit, delicacies, books, cards and 
stationery, and is at all times a welcome visitor. The members of 
this committee visited the Hospital on Christmas morning with a 
Christmas parcel for every soldier. During the summer months, 
men at Valcartier were regularly advised as to the condition of 
their sick wives, and in turn, sent grateful letters of thanks. 

As formerly, letters of sympathy and congratulation have been 
written by our Courtesy Convener, Mrs. Gibsone. 

We have had the pleasure of listening to inspiring addresses 
from :—Lt.-Col. Creelman, on “The Lifeof Our Menin the Trenches,”’ 
Miss Manby, on “French Hospitals and the Work Done in them by 
the British Sisters.’’ Madame Bieler, on the “Social Upheaval in 
France caused-by the War and some Present Conditions there.” 
Lt.-Col. Finley, on “‘No..1 Canadian General Hospital” and ‘““How 
the Wounded Soldiers Are Conveyed from the Front to.the Stationary 
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4, 
Hospitals.’" Mrs. Macgillivray on ‘“The Work Canadian Women = 
are doing in England.” The Rev. Dr. Symonds, on “The Self : 
Sacrifice of all the Empire in the Present War.’ Miss Winter, on _ 
“Ramsgate and No. 1 General Hospitals,” and Captain the Rey. 5 
Canon A. P. Shatford, a most helpful and encouraging address, 
relating his experiences at the front. 

On the Sunday evening prior to our Military Benefit, Major 
the Rev. C. A. Williams very kindly arranged for a service in St. 
James Methodist Church, to which all relatives of soldiers, and 
members of the League, were invited, and for whom seats were — 
reserved. At this service the President gave a short address on the 
work of the League. 

While I leave the report of our finances entirely in the hands of 
our Treasurer, I may be permitted to state that, in response toa 
request from Mrs. Hodge, who was then in England, we forwarded 
£5 to be spent on gifts for soldiers in hospital. . 

£10 was sent to the Canadian Women’s War Workers’ Associa- 
tion at Folkestone. 

On receipt of a request from the Executive of the Hervey Insti- 
tute, advising that a wing was being added, to the building, for 
the purpose of accommodating soldiers’ children, we were able to ; 
forward $125.00 which would provide for 6 beds, 5 of which were 
very generously contributed by members. 

And $8.00 was donated to help to purchase a sewing machine — fe: 
for the Service Committee of the Khaki League. Our funds 
have been largely augmented through the proceeds of a sale 
by the “Welcome Club” of the Y.W.C.A. Part of the re- — 
ceipts of Moving War Pictures, donated by the “Star” Publishing 
Co., Limited. Part of the receipts of a match between H.MS. 
“Carnarvon” and Rosemount. Proceeds from raffling a beautiful 
crochet quilt (an heirloom) generously given by a devoted member, 

a tablecloth and a kimona. Part of the returns from a dance and 
bridge given by the Ladies’ Committee of the 24th Battalion. Col-_ 
lections taken at the Military Services on Easter Sunday in the 
Arena, and St. James Roman Catholic Cathedral. Donation from 
GzP: R. Angus Amateur Athletic Association. Receipts from 
competitions organized by the Outremont, Westmount and Valley- 
field Bowling Clubs. Sale of copies of poems by Mrs. Byers. 
$50.00 donation from the Provincial Association of Protestant. 
Women Teachers. Collection taken at a Military service in St. 
Paul’s Church and the Church of St. James the Apostle. And the — 
President was greatly pleased to receive for our Home, $21.00 from 
a group of little girls, called “The Little Pioneer Helpers,” whose | 
fathers are all overseas, this amount being realized by making a _ 
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The district covered being from Sherbrooke to Dorchester and 
Bishop Streets to Atwater Avenue. 

Mrs. Renouf, our 2nd Vice-President, represented the League on 
the Delegation to Quebec of the W. C. T. U., for the suppression of 
the liquor traffic during the period of the War. 

We regret the loss of three of our members, Mrs. G. O. Gravel, 
Mrs. G. W. Bridges, and Mrs. G. A. Finlayson. We also regret the 
continued absence of our Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. F. Minden 
Cole, through illness and the absence of many members who are in 
England, and we sympathize keenly with those who have been 
bereaved. ; 

In conclusion, we wish to offer our sincere thanks and apprecia- 
tion to Major-General Wilson for his never failing kindness and 
assistance and for the many favours received from him, and to all 
our good friends at Militia Heanquarters; to Mr. Rawlings for his 
generosity in providing rooms for the use of the League; to Messrs. 
E. A. Whitehead Co., Limited, for another year’s insurance on the 
furniture, etc., to the Bell Telephone Co. for a telephone; to Messrs. 
Willis & Co. for a piano; to the Williams Mfg. Co. for having lent 
and kept in repair two sewing machines; to Mr. Hall of the Smith 
Premier Typewriter Co. for a typewriter; to the United Typewriter 
Co. for a typewriter; to the Press for their continued sympathy and 
support; and to all kind friends who have assisted us in any way to 
complete this year’s work. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ANNA M. WoopDBURN, 
Hon. Recording Secretary. 


-REPORT OF HON. ASSISTANT CORRESPONDING 
SECRETARY 


for Year Ending Dec. 31st, 1916. 


HE work of the League for the past year has been so varied 

that your Corresponding Secretary finds it rather difficult to 
classify the different matters concerning which one finds it neces- 
sary to write. 

197 letters have been written pertaining to the regular working 
or executive part of the League. 

556 letters have been written adjusting separation allowances, 
assigned pay and pensions. This branch of the work has been 
most gratifying. Might I mention one or two of the more interesting 
of these cases. “A Sgt. Major was reported a deserter, hence his 
wife’s entire revenue ceased. Our office secretary ascertained from 
a returned officer that this man had been transferred; the necessary 
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information was forwarded to Ottawa and a re-adjustment cheque - 
for $104.00 was sent to his wife.” “One family received an adjust- 
ment cheque for $150.00, one for $60.00, another for $56.00 and one 
for $75.00, besides very many of lesser amounts.” The letters 
which we have received from the men at the front in this connection 
fully compensate for any effort that may have been exerted. One 
soldier writes: ‘I want to thank you all very much for all your 
kindness to my dear wife for which we are both very grateful.” 
Another writes: ‘‘It is such kindness as this which makes us feel 
that we cannot do enough for our King and Country.” And 
yet another soldier writes: ‘‘We can go away with a good heart 
because we know that our wives and children are being well cared 
for 

27 telegrams and many letters have been sent at the request 
of wives and mothers to the Record Office at Ottawa in regard to 
casualties. I would like to place on record the appreciation of the 
League for the unfailing courtesy and promptness of Mr. Frank 
Beard, the officer in charge of records, Ottawa. Much definite 
information has been obtained, which, to some extent has lightened 
the burden for those who are living in the shadow of uncertainty. 

102 letters were written by your Secretary, and over 5,000 
circulars were sent from the office in connection with the recent 
Military Benefit; many letters have been received congratulating 
the League on that event. Lieut-General Sir Sam Hughes wrote: 
‘‘It was a great pleasure for me to have the privilege of attending.” 
Major-General Wilson wrote: “‘Congratulate the ladies one and all 
on the splendid results obtained.’’ Most gratifying letters were 
also received from Col. McLean, Col. Strange and many others. 
Several hundreds of printed letters of thanks for donations to the 
Benefit were also sent out from this office. 200 invitations were 
sent to soldiers’ wives to attend a service at St.James Methodist 
Church and at various times notices have been sent to 58 different 
churches. 

A rather embarrassing task which your office secretary performs 
most religiously is that of writing letters to a soldier for his wife 
who is unable to read or write; his letters are brought to the office, 
read by the Secretary to his wife and answered regularly. ; 


There is no work which the League undertakes more cheerfully 
than that of investigating cases at the request of the various com- 
manding officers and furnishing them with any information which 
we are able to obtain. Last summer several men at Valcartier 
asked for leave on account of illness at home. The League visited 
the family for the officer and reported to him. We have also had 
requests from commanding officers in France to visit a family_and 
reassure the soldier at the front, who for some reason or other is 
worrying over affairs at home. We do all in our power to assist the 
officers of the Composite Regiment by visiting and-helping finan- 
cially the families of the meni of that regiment. - © =~ °2= § 
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As the primary aim and work of the League is to bring the wives 
and relatives of our soldiers together, these rooms are used every 
afternoon and nearly every morning for gatherings of this kind, 
in this way nearly one hundred persons are here every day, repre- 
senting almost every battalion and unit recruited in the city. Outside 
of this large number 951 persons have appealed directly at the office 
for assistance. 69 were the dependents of returned soldiers and 61 
were wives of men in the composite regiment. In each of these 
cases either letters have been written or financial assistance has 
been given. This of course does not include the many persons who 
come to the clothing department. 

The particulars of each of these 951 cases are on file, while the 
name and address of the applicant, battalion number of the soldier, 
and all detail which is necessary. Your secretaries feel that the 
present system of recording these cases is most efficient. 

You, of course, understand that each one of these cases is thor- 
oughly investigated either by regimental or emergency visitor, and 
council is held as to what is necessary to be done—as no one person 
has the right to reject any application for help without bringing 
it before the officers of the League. 

Might I here record my appreciation of the kindly: and sympa- 
-thetic manner in which all applicants are received by your office 
secretary, Miss Stanger. No word of complaint has ever come to 
any member of the League and many have been the expressions 
of thanks for the gentle—shall I say Christian spirit which per- 
meates the office of the League. 

In conclusion I would like to read extracts from different letters 
showing that although the work of the League seems so varied yet 
it is most effective. From a wounded soldier in hospital: ‘Thank 
you once again for your kindness and trouble in the past and 
would you please remember me and give my thanks to all the ladies 
of the League.” From another wife and mother comes this cry 
for help: ‘‘Could any of the ladies see that my children are all 
right until I come out of hospital?”’ This little extract needs no 
explanation: ‘‘Just a little note to thank you all for your kind 
generosity in loaning me the invalid.chair; I can assure you I appre- 
ciate it more than I can say.’’ Nor does this one: “I beg to ask 
if you will brighten up my home and make us feel as happy as you 
did last Christmas. I have never been as happy as when the two 
kind ladies called on me.’’ For paying for board of two soldiers’ 
daughters at a tubercular hospital comes a word of appreciation. 
From Col. White and Col. Lordly thanks for gifts to the men going 
overseas. From many commanding officers in France letters 
of appreciation for Xmas gifts and socks. 

Sometimes we feel in the office that we are very helpless indeed, 
when a soldier with four children comes in saying: ‘‘I want to leave 
my children with you.”’ He can’t understand that four all at once, 
different ages and different sexes, will require some planning to 
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place in suitable homes, however, we do the best we can and 
so far have not been entirely baffled. 

One soldier writes: ‘‘I cannot express in words the appreciation 
that I feel for the kindness which you have shown the children.” 
Another: “You have my full authority to do anything you think 
advisable for the future welfare of my children, as I feel under 
your guidance they will be well cared for.” 

I am sure fellow-members of the League you will see that your 
labours are not in vain and after all you are each one doing your 
small part in the fight for righteousness and a lasting peace. 

In conclusion, may I say how deeply I regret that your Corres- 
ponding Secretary, Mrs. F. Minden Cole, is not here to present 
this report, and although I have tried to give you the details you 
might wish to know, I feel it has fallen far short of what you have 
been accustomed to receive. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ELIZABETH HopGeE, 
Hon. Asst. Corres. Secretary. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
For the Year Ending 31st December, 1916 


RECEIPTS. 


Ist paiilany,=.0l0;Gash on hand «a1. devas ia se $ 1,030.20 
PAptnieitin. Vede.c< 60 xe. SES Ak $ 194.00 
Xmas Moneys..... ee oer SS eee 81.78 
Interest on Credit Balance —Bank of Mont- 
Pets erica ar a aise as eS Lee 18.91 


Proceeds of Racey Lecture ‘““The War in Car- 
toon,’ Sale of Programmes and ‘The 


Growler,’ at Windsor Hall, 24th March . 763.30, 
Gifts for Hervey Institute—Beds. Sees 90.00 
Proceeds of Patriotic Exhibition ‘ “Fighting 

in France”’ by the Montreal Star....... 50.00 


Proceeds of Raffle of Quilt— Gift of a Member 100.00 
Proceeds of Sale of Books “Our Boys in 


[Fs [iiyal te ESS S Rs  Ra  aeaee ia 38.05 
Proceeds of Sale and Raffle of Sundry 

JONETTE ES oy ane NR A ae ee ee 36.78 
Donation from the’* Welcome Club” Y.W.C.A. 100.00 
Sundry Subscriptions and Donations....... 558.65 
Donation—Hardware and Metal Section- 

ate OllraGecGsa ar nee Sy ee ee er 20.00 
Donation—24th Batt. Branch of Soldiers’ 

Wives’ League, by Mrs. Dodwell....... 100.00 
Donation—Army Service Corps Branch of 

SEMA ice tos 3 cen rm eer en Seat eet ee 200.00 
Donation from the Little Pioneer Club for the 

New stlomcerrcr seat ots sees 21.00 


= 
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Valleyfield Bowling Club. ................ 45.00 
Westmount Bowling Club................. 10.00 
Outremont Bowling Club................. 34.75 
C.P. Ry.—Angus Amateur Athletic Associa- 

ME on aos a tne eee Le 25.00 
H.M.S. Carnarvon v. Rosemount—Football 

os) ul 2 oe aia ST aa IO nad tere PAS Ke HO) 
Church Collection—Arena—Faster. ee 531.66 
Church Collection — St. oe “Roma in 

g Easter. . 5 . 76.24 
Church Collection—St. Ja :mes the Apostle. 25.00 


Church Collection—St. Paul’s Church...... 105.97 


Refund on Advances made to Soldiers’ 
Families and Trips to Europe.......... $ 391.60 
PeetIeanOn NV OGl.o. o.oo eee 1,387.52 


Transfer from Military Benefit to General 
Account 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


For the Year Ending 3lst December, 1916. 


EXPENDITURE. 
Emergency and Home Service Committee... $ 305.00 
Travelling Expenses for Soldiers’ Families. . 371.65 
Help and Moneys loaned to Soldiers’ 


BeAr. 2s. ok cha 0s ee 480.09 
muel tor soldiers Families. ...........2.0% 24.88 
Mermctitss SUndriCSs: «an. Sens oes ba ea ee 82.84 
moldiers Comtorts for C.EiF.... o.0...5. ane: 114.53 
Hospital Supplies and Burial E xpenses “Hoes 139°.75 
Storming Committee ooo, in ee Fe 170.00 
Canadian Women Club of Folkestone, Eng. . 47.94 
pundry emergency Gifts. ....00.... 0.65654 109.50 
Sewing Committee and Supplies........... 63.03 
LL SS Se i ae Ae ae ie RE oe. a 2321535 
Reine-and stationery... >)... es. shee 181.55 
Office Furnishings...... a ADE 60.76 
Express, Telegrams, Telephones. See rev ote 11.39 
Salaries and Office Expenses. .... 670.75 
Expenses A. G. Racey Lecture, “ The War in 

Cartoon”... sees 255.00 
Expenses—Easter ‘Sunday @ hurch Collections 220.00 


$ 3,251 


1iiG4 


1,000.00 


.19 


2 


$7 060. 51 


Sr ees 


d1st-December, 1916, Gash on hand... 26 


A. G. OstELL, Hon. Treas. 
17 


1,430. 


$7,060. 
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MILITARY BENEFIT. 


Statement of Receipts and Expenditure to 


31st December, 1916. 


RECEIPTS. 


GREE MGHIIIDATONT hte wy 52 pis ces bined ne Hoke $ 7,870.88 


Proceeds of Booths....... ; 
Donations Received from c irculas ir ce etters. . 
Donation from Mrs. Geo. H. Matthews..... 
Ladies of Royal Highlanders of Canada..... 
Advertisingy ond icketSs 605.06. 0.000 eae 
Advertising on Programmes.......... =.... 

Sale of Badges........ Bienen 
W indsor—Moving Pic ture of Bene efit ese. 
Ritz—Tea and Dance, 1st December....... 
LWiGiacht Ge ea rain ed ee 

OTA IRGCEIDLG oe ele aeio fLkoa es 


EXPENDITURE. 

PAIN IRTEIEU GR PLA MS ATA Lure) stecens, (ole ieelece wig 
[PASSY tee ng 205 Se so ra niin for dec Sa cee es CR 
MAATOMCEN Ania: Mea et baler dae sled na A a 
Bee eee Nha orgies INWi Seah trees asec ie 
Windsor—Moving Picture of Benefit....... 
Ritz—Tea and Dance, 1st December..... 

General Expenses for Booths.............. 
One-third of Proceeds to Booths........... 
Transferred to General Fund.............. 


31st December, 1916—Balance on hand .... 


MILITARY BENEFIT. 


1st January, 1917—Balance on hand........ 
Additional Proceeds of Booths............ 
Advertising on Programmes...............- 


General Expenses for Booths............-. 
One-third of Proceeds to Booths..:........ 
Ritz—Tea and Dance, 1st December....... 


Balance Ononane sit cow ant Cow eke ne 


Montreal, 
6th March, 1917. 


35,139.17 
812.00 
200.00 
500. 00 
200.00 
133.85 
431.00 
153.60 
476.01 
103.31 
$47,019.82 


un 


a 


8.00 
3.60 
1.00 
5.55 
(HOLS 
463.80 
829.18 
7,618.90 
1,000.00 

————— $10,377.28 


$36,642.54 


$36,642.54 


$69. 18 
90.00 
64.50 
—-— 223.68 
acd MEE A $36,802.12 
A. G OSTELL, 
Hon. Treas. 
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SPECIAL DONATIONS 


Mr. J. O'Flaherty, Lon- Mrs. Charles Skelton... 10.00 

don, England........ $50.00 Mrs. R. D. Savage..... 10.00 
AEE SS Wi ecRRODD a 195.005 Mine Mi Clarle.n Sys): 10.00 
Mrs. G. H. Harrower... 35.00 Mr. & Mrs. George Creak 10.00 
Madame J.O. Gravel... 25.00 Mr. H. Harrower...... 10.00 
Madame J. T. Ostell... 25.00 Mrs. Alfred Cole....... 5.00 
Mrs. J. Molson Craw- Mrs. E. Dowsley....... 5.00 

HOD “aia a er 22290 S(t RS Gray es stk ee 
Mrs. George McDougall 20.00 Mr. Arthur McKergow. 5.00 
Mrs. George McDougall 20.00 Mr. Eugene Hodgson... 5.00 
Mrs. George Starke.... 20.00 Mr. E. Gates Foster... 5.00 
NirshowWeagyaoadier:.4”..2 18.007) Mr: Wilsona-oc... 7 oe 200 
Lady Bertram......... 18.00 Mr. Arthur Jones...... 5.00 
Mrs. W. G. M. Cape. 18.00 Mrs. C. H. McFarlane.. 5.00 
Mrs. Godbee Brown... 10.00 Mr. Chas. Reynolds.... 5.00 
Mrs. E. B. Busteed..... 10.00 Mrs. E. W. Wilson... .. 5.00 
Mrs. F. O. W. Loomis... 10.00 Mrs. George Hanson. .. 5.00 


REPORT OF THE CLOTHING COMMITTEE 


HE Clothing Committee begs to submit the following report on 

work done during the period of January 1st to September 30, 
1916. 

During that time we have given out 2,000 garments, over 350 
pairs of new boots, rubbers, etc., as well as bedding, gas fixtures, two 
gas stoves, baby carriages and a number of second hand pairs of 
boots. 3 

It was decided to adopt a new rule for those in need of assistance. 
Instead of coming to the League rooms every Monday morning, the 
day was changed to every first and third Monday. 

Letters of thanks were sent in acknowledgment of all donations 
of clothing, etc., received. 

To the Sewing Committee of the League our thanks are due for 
the liberal supply of childrens’ garments and trousseaux. We regret 
to report that owing to the existing conditions we did not this year 
receive any donations from the clothing and shoe companies. 

Two very kind friends gave us $5 each and the League voted us 
$100.00 toward the purchase of boots, shoes, and other necessary 
articles of clothing. 

In conclusion | wish to express my most sincere thanks to Miss 
Richardson for her unselfish and whole-hearted assistance during 
the period of my office. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lity M, CARTER. 
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REPORT OF CLOTHING COMMITTEE 


November and December, 1916 


Convener: Mrs. F. T. PEAcOocK. 
Mrs. REAY. Mrs. Mortson CRAwrForD. Miss RICHARDSON. 


November. 


40 Women applied for clothing. 
1 Man. 
214 Articles of clothing given out. 
36 Pairs of boots and shoes. 
2 Baby Layettes. 


December. 


31 Women applied for clothing. 
3 Men. 
121 Articles of clothing given out. 
27 Pairs of boots and shoes. 
2 Blankets. 
1 Sleigh. 
1 Layette. 
In November we received $50.00 from the League, which was 
spent mainly on boots, for which we had a great demand. We also 
received a donation of $10.00 from Mrs. Molson Crawford. 


EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 1915-1916. 


Convenor: Mrs. D. LorN CRAWFORD. 


Mrs. S. C. MATHEWs. Mrs. Scorr. 
Mrs. Ross. MMe. BEIQUE. 
Mrs: HANSON. Mrs.PENMAN. 
Mrs. Davipson. Miss LESLIE. 
Miss McComsBe. Mrs. WURTELE. 
Miss RICHARDSON. Mrs. REAY. 
Mrs. EATON. Lapy Bury. 


Mrs. DUNNETT. 


As Convener of the Emergency Committee, I have much plea- 
sure in submitting a brief synopsis of our work from Dec. 31st, 
1915 to Dec. 31st, 1916. During the year we have investigated 127 
cases; to show how the work has increased this winter, 83 of 
these have been since Oct. 1st, 58 families of Home Service men, 30 
families of men overseas, mostly mothers not on Patriotic Fund. 
28 families of returned soldiers, all of which have been in the past six 
weeks. 

Clothing provided for 22 families. 

Coal for 20 families. 

Christmas baskets for 26 families. 
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Weekly allowance for 17 families. 

Temporary help, with money, 22 families. 

Paid water bill for 4 families. 

Paid rent for some months for 5 families. 

Paid grocery bill for 2 families. 

Baby trousseau given to 7 mothers. 

Baby carriages 5. 

Cod liver oil, medicine, etc., for 3 children. 

Sent groceries weekly to 23 families. 

Paid doctor bills for 2 families. 

Got invalid chair for soldiers’ wife, who was in the hospital for a 
year and cannot walk. 

Got free transportation for one returned soldier and 2 families. 

Loaned returned soldier money to pay off furniture bill. 

Loaned returned soldier money to pay off pressing debts till 
back pay could be secured. 

Got furniture, beds, stoves, chairs, etc. for 5 families. 

Met woman from England on way to Calgary, gave her money, 
ete. 

Met widew and her’ two children coming from Ste. Agathe, with 
husband's body, paid for room and board, berth,.meals on train, etc 
and secured free transportation for her to Edmonton. 

Visited six war widows, gave mourning to some. 

Cases have been sent us from many sources, Patriotic Fund, 
Khaki League, Salvation Army, Charity Organization, Dr. Byers, 
at Ste-Agathe, private individuals and by people applying to office 
themselves. 

Received during the year $375 from the League for immediate 
help, all of which has been expended through the ladies of the 
committee. 

I wish to place on record my deep appreciation of the untiring 
loyalty and hard work of the ladies of my committee, who have 
always gone to investigate cases, no matter how severe the weather 
might be or how great the distances, within twenty-four hours. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MARJORIE GORDON CRAWFORD. 


REPORT OF SEWING COMMITTEE 


N February we gave to No. 2 Convalescent Home, 59 Sheets, 34 

Pillow Cases, 75 Towels. During the year we gave to the Clothing 
Committee 229 Garments and 10 Layettes. We meet every 
Friday, but during August and September we met twice a week, 
to make Hospital supplies for the Military Benefit, we made 159 
articles for the latter. : 

During the winter and summer the Delorimier branch of the 
Montreal Soldiers’ Wives’ League assisted us in making garments 
but lately have discontinued: doing: so. 
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Mrs. McComb gave us a sewing machine which will be very 
useful. I have a small number of members, but they are good 
workers and attend most regularly. 

Names of members,— 

Mrs. Smeaton, Mrs. Sheppard, Mrs. Court, Mrs. Jewett, Mrs. 
Porter. 

Mrs. Lymans’ Artillery Circle took garments and made them 
for us. 

M. C. BARWICK (signed) 
Convener. 


REPORT OF HOSPITAL COMMITTEE 


-TAHE Hospital Committee has paid visits regularly during the 

year, and there have been several cases where we have been 
able to assist the soldiers and their relatives. Our visitor has always 
been most welcome. Books, cards and stationery are taken regularly 
by one of our visitors. Flowers, fruits and little delicacies for invalids 
have been given and received with gratitude by the recipients, One 
soldier at Valcartier during the summer was notified regularly as 
to his wife’s progress in the Hospital, and at her death was assisted 
financially by the League for funeral expenses, our visitor being 
present at the funeral. Another woman and her husband, who was 
an old soldier and whose son is now at the Front were discovered in 
the Hospital ill, from the effects of being burned. Her husband died, 
and on the wife leaving the Hospital, had no clothes or home. After 
the League was notified, clothes, etc., were procured at once and 
the poor woman helped, after leaving the Hospital, until fully 
recovered. 


Cash for the year. 


Jans ist to-Dec. 30th 1916... 2.2.60... 5. $86.45 
ES oi Sin RS a ea er ea $73.19 : 
ROME MEIC aie aioce © a hei om sete each 9 13.26 


$86.45 


SPECIAL CHRISTMAS GIFTS COMMITTEE 


Committee 
Mrs. D. E. Galloway, Convener. Mme. des Trois Maisons 
Mrs. C. Virtue Miss F. Fortier 
Mrs. H. Palmer Mrs. J. M. Wooding, Hon. Secy. 
UR first meeting was held at the League Rooms to meet Mrs. 
J. Molson ‘Crawford, who kindly gave us the benefit of her 
experience as Convener of this Committee the previous two years. 
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One other meeting, to discuss and arrange our work, took 
place at Mrs, Galloway’s residence. 

We wish to espress our thanks to the following individuals 
and firms for donations received: 


Mrs. W. A. Coates Miss Forsyth. 

Mrs. Alex. Bremner. Miss Morrison. 

Mrs. A. McCombe. Dorval Women’s Club. 
Mrs. J. M. Crawford. Montreal Women’s Club. 
Mrs. G. R. Starke Pung-u Circle. 

Mrs. Wm. Byers. Field Artillery. 

Mrs. A. M. Campbell. Siege Artillery. 

Mrs. J. F. Gibsone. Messrs. E. B. Eddy. 

Mrs. J. A. Henderson. The Commercial Twine Co. 
Mrs. Geo. Hanson. Messrs. McIntyre& Co., Limited. 
Mrs. G. D. Ross. W. H. Brock Co., Limited. 
Mrs. E. M. Renouf. The Ladies of Chateauguay, 


through Mrs. A. E. Robert. 


We are very grateful also to Mr. H. Fortier, through whose 
kindness we secured sufficient wrapping paper and twine for all our 
parcels; to Mrs. Eaton for the use of the Soldier's Comforts Boxes 
for a couple of days in the department stores; and to the members of 
the League who kindly offered to take charge of the boxes on those 
days: to Colonel McRobie for delivering about 42 parcels throughout 
the city; to Miss Campbell of the High School for a large donation 
of toys from the children of the Kindergarten; and to Mrs. R. J. 
Mercur, who delivered to us the very generous donations of dolls, 
toys, puddings, cakes and. clothing from the Dorval Women’s 
Club. 

We sent gifts to each child of fourteen years and younger of the 
returned Soldiers of the Composite Battalion., Mrs. H. Palmer 
personally supplied each of the older girls of these families with a 
gift. We gave over 100 gifts and 50 pounds of candy to the Hervey 
Institute; 50 presents to the Engineers Xmas Tree at Point St. 
Charles; 15 to Mrs. White of the Forestry Battalion, 25 to the 24th 
Battalion; 130 to the Army Service Corps; about 40 to the Sth 
Pioneers: $25 to Mrs. McRobie for the Xmas Tree of Kitchener’s 
Own; gifts to 25 families of the Emergency cases; to Mr. & Mrs. 
Mack a sweater and a shawl and a special Xmas Box, and 6 parcels 
were sent by express to Huntington, Compton, Hull, Magog, and 
Ste.-Agathe. 

All the articles remaining were sent to the Children’s Ward of the 
General Hospital. 

This year the committee undertook to give a tea to 110 mothers 
and 273 children of the Composite Battalion, which took place at 
the Victoria Rifles Armory on Wednesday 27th December, at 1 p.m. 
We supplied tea, milk, and sweet buns to the mothers, and ice cream 
in cones, milk and ginger ale to the children. 
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REPORT 


On the 22nd of December we had finished. 


HAA OMI aad Me Ges mabe tas oc oak eateues $26.00 
Subse ription from Protestant School 
pee Yer ne rs’ ee ition 


Ai 


bdo ¢ 


ase at Af eee Seat, 


nt On 
TINOUP OW 
o 2) 


Bisa tcOOdwiiiisers uh ute. oth on oo bobcat ee 23 
BOxsa ALM Yisr Wont rektet yoy tos ks ee 12 
Boxiat Ogilvy’s:).o. fess cols. .<.. 02 
FOX At UNIUIGIONY Santee teeter A ae cock lane aves 17.91 
$219.09 

ERY ER OO eee Nisa eA ee kk 8 $42.68 
. seful “Sih Ao nee ESLER aT Ce eae aa 110.30 
Candy and boxes..... Clogs GokbS yh 5 pe pe 
Tea to C omposite Battaliotie oot u..eses 16.05 
METSAIVICINO DIO cy ies ice he eins kee hee wo eee 25.00 
Postage ter ste see lo eee eee bs ae 1.00 
DU DSCLIP CONS Sy oA Gal's Whey sce ac ole 219.09 
EDENSES Mh ore Tones oe le, Se 215.34 
Balances is as So ae ee $3.75 


Respectfully submitted. 


L. GALLOWAY. 


REPORT OF WOOL COMMITTEE. 


3lst December, 1916. 


ES GOMIUOT LOL nc tA wa a cee ssiie yd hash eats tay OAS 
PrCnAnecaUnMPeVeA bear cvs nod cota nse oe 1807.4 L808 
DOMME VEar sy siiscac de kes ec tline ke ete, oY 
Handed out to be knit. Oe lye SHE EEE EEE tae See tne 666 ‘ 1,411 
PSO CENT ANG peai ewe & pare SIRE 2c hoe 487 
Financial Statement. 
MOOM purchased GUrINEe "VEAL: tric nc fsck ea panecdt ea Aah $2,13¢ 


Realized from<wool sold. ..:......4...... 


lbs. 


$ 746.23 
This is represented by the balance of wool on hand and the socks 
mufflers, etc., given away. 
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The Comforts knit by members and friends, including a few 
donations, were: 


L002 2 Wscbhe-gcg ht tO LO aires 
(EREES 2 ee Pipe tniiaare (i tac SLO 
RUNES coe oles 3s o.e des iS ehe Weak areas 39 pairs 
EE aS 9 Wists hotas- alate wim 01a ki daehe ayagee 2 sewn 25 


GERTRUDE M. COLe, 
Convener of Wool Committe. 


SOLDIERS’ COMFORTS COMMITTEE REPORT 


HE conveners of the Soldiers’ Comforts Committee begs to 
present the following report for the year ending, Dec., 1916. 
Money collected in boxes............. vce SSSR ay RS A eg a eR 
Pie eC ONECTCH 111) POKES)... aes ose A ee be be duane 240 pairs 
also gum, cigarettes, tobacco, ‘tooth brushes, soaps, books, mufflers 

and wristlets. 

I also received a lovely donation of caps and mufflers from the 
Dorval Women's Club through the kindness of Mrs. Mercur. 
Nearly every regiment in the city have had donations of either 
socks, cigarettes, or other comforts. 

The following have received socks or cigarettes :— 

50 pairs socks, Col. Costigan’s. 

50 pkgs. cigarettes, Ammunition Column. 

50 pairs socks, P..P..C. L. I. 

50 pairs socks, 54th Batt., B.C. 

20 pairs socks, 5th Pioneers. 

100 pkgs. cigarettes, 2nd Reinforcement Siege Artillery. 

75 pkgs. cigarettes, Mrs. Hodge. 

100 pkgs. cigarettes, 14th Battalion wounded, now in England. 
and many others. 

I beg to thank all who have contributed to the boxes and hope 
they will continue to do so. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ISABELLA M. EATON. 


REPORT OF MILITARY BENEFIT. 


MONG the many things accomplished by the League during 

the past year, pe rhaps the most important was the Military Bene- 
fit held in the Arena from October 17th to 21st, under the dis- 
tinguished patronage of their Royal Highnesses the Duke and 
Duchess of Connaught. 

The benefit was formally opened on the evening of Tuesday, 
October 17th, by the Minister of Justice, Colonel, the Honourable 
C. J. Doherty, followed by a spectacular grand mé arch and tableau 
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representing the allied nations now at war, under the able direction 
of Mrs. E. L. Wren. 

May we say before going further, that without the counsel 
and assistance of Major-General Wilson, O.C., Military District 
No. 4, the Military Benefit would have been hardly possible, as 
we were dependent upon the General for all the labour necessary 
to construct the fifty-one booths in the Arena for that event, and 
which were erected so efficiently by the men of the 5th Canadian 
Pioneers. 

The Military Benefit was a final outcome of a meeting called 
by the President, in the Victoria Rifles Armoury, in March of 1916, 
to consider ways and means of raising money to establish a home 
in which to carry on the work of the League. At that meeting Mrs. 
L. E. Dodwell was appointed General Convener of the proposed 
Military Benefit. Later on in the month of April our Honourary 
President, Mrs. E. W. Wilson, entertained the ladies representing 
the heads of our city regiments at tea, in the Ritz-Carlton Hotel 
to talk over the scheme and consider plans. 


’ 


Subsequently the following committees were formed to complete 
the plans and carry on the work: a Ticket Committee, Entertain- 
ment Committee, Publicity Committee, Programme, and Finance 
Committee (5 in number). 

The “One Day”’ Whirlwind Ticket Selling Campaign under the 
able Convenership of Mrs. Edmund Shepherd, assisted by Mrs. 
G. J. Cuthbertson, was a great success. 

On Wednesday morning, the 11th of October, 500 workers took 
part in selling tickets on the streets and turned in at the close of 
the day $5,927.49, a most gratifying result, due to the splendid 
organization of the Conveners and the faithful service of all the 
workers to whom we extend our grateful thanks. Tickets sold 
at the Arena during the Benefit amounted to $2,042.90, making 
a total for entrance money of $7,970.39. 

The members of the Entertainment Committee were Mrs. 
Geoffrey Porteous, Mrs. Shepherd and Mrs. W. H. Winter. Each 
of these ladies provided a different kind of amusement and each 
in turn was amply repaid with the success that a. aded her efforts. 

The Publicity Committee of two, convened by Mrs. Thos. 
Hodge, assisted by Miss Isabel McCaw must be credited with a large 
share of praise for its part in the Benefit. 

Few of us will ever realize the time spent and the work done _ 
by this Committee and the many willing workers who assisted them 
throughout the summer of 1916. Much thought and care was 
given to the Circular Letter and Leaflet Information printed, 
concerning the work of the League. 5,000 letters in English and 
2,000 in French were sent broadcast through the city and other 
places. The large response in money and goods testified to their 
acceptance. The work of Miss McCaw was seen in the daily 
papers, and the generosity of the press was indeed gratifying. 
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The Programme Committee in the hands of Mrs. Frances Pea- 
cock and Mrs. Walter Sadler, not only provided us with a memento 
of our Benefit in the shape of a well-planned, clearly-printed and 
attractive programme, but handed to our Treasurer the sum of 
$1,163.85, secured for advertisements. The work of soliciting 
advertisements for programmes is perhaps the least attractive of 
all charitable work, and these ladies are to be congratulated upon 
their grand success. 

The Finance Committee of seven gentlemen with Lt-Colonel 
Ostell, as chairman, took charge of the money, collecting it every 
night, taking it to a place of safe-keeping, and for days after the 


_ Benefit was over, these gentlemen gave hours to counting the pre- 
£ : § | 


cious returns, for which we were all working. We owe these gentle- 
men a debt of gratitude for their kindness in helping us with a most 
difficult task. 

The General Convener, Mrs. L. E. Dodwell, with her Assistant 
Convener, Mrs. F. O. W. Loomis, undertook the task of trans- 
forming the Arena into the very beautiful and attractive place it 
proved to be during that week, supervising the erection. of all the 
booths with special electric lighting, the platforms and entertainment 

halls and all the equipment necessary, and when you are told that 
the General Convener secured the very large amount of lumber 
required, from the various lumber firms of our city, freeofanycharge, 
also all the electric wiring necessary free of cost, you will readily 
see that these two ladies did herculean work which can hardly be 
estimated. 

To them, with the various committees already mentioned, 
is due the credit and success which crowned their efforts. 26 
Regimental Committees and 8 organizations doing war work 
were represented and took part in the Military Benefit. One third 
of the receipts of each representative booth was given to each 
organization. 

The total receipts of the Benefit amounted to $47,019.82. 

The total expenditure amounted to $1,653.38 

After paying one-third to each booth and transferring $1,000.00 
to the general account for current expenses the Military Benefit 
account stands at $36,642.54, which amount will be invested in 
Canadian Government War Loan Securities. 

To Lady Bertram must be given the credit for the splendid finan- 
cial result obtained by the staff booth ($6,000), as she handed in 
over $3,000, largely collected by herself. 

To the Junior League, the Pung-u Circle, the Army Service 
Corps Branch, Lady Williams Taylor, \.rs. W. H. Schneider, 
Convener of the Composite Regimental Bcoth and the various 
other booths, whose entire proceeds were given to the League, 

we are deeply grateful. 

To the various Regimental Bands who furnished the music on 
each evening and the different regiments, who, at much cost and 
trouble to their C.O., furnished a guard of 200 men every evening, 
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thereby giving a distinctly military tone to the Benefit, we are 
greatly indebted. 

On the ey ening of Wednesday, the officers of H.M.S. Carnarvon 
were our guests and on Friday evening Major-General Sir Sam 
Hughes was present and spoke words of cheer and encouragement 
concerning our work, after which he inspected every department. 

We are deeply grateful to Lt.-Colonel Strange, who had the 
entire management of each evening’s proceedings and who so ably 
controlled the throngs of people who crowded the Arena. 

To the manufacturers of Montreal, who donated so freely of 
their goods, to the many who contributed in the form of workman- 
ship, to the generous public who purchased the goods for sale, to 
the press and to every one who assisted at the Military Benefit, 
making the eventsuch a success, financially and socially, the League 
would record its sincere appreciation. 

ELLIot BUSTEED, 


President. 


DELORIMIER SOLDIERS’ WIVES’ LEAGUE. 


As Secretary of the Delorimier Branch, I have much pleasure in 
submitting to you my annual report for the year ending Dec., 1916. 

During the first part of the year our meetings were held in 
Fairmount Presbyterian Church, Masson Street, on Wednesday, 
afternoons. On November 15th, it was decided to hold them in the 
Y.M.C.A. Rooms, Papineau Ave., changing the day from Wednes- 
day to Monday afternoon. Members enrolled during the year 
numbered 40, making a total of 106 on the roll. The members meet 
to knit socks and other comforts for the different Battalions con- 
nected with the League and to take home and make garments and 
hospital necessities for Miss Barwick and for the Clothing Com- 
mittee of the Montreal Soldiers Wives’ League. Thirteen spindles of 
wool were purchased and upwards of 200 pairs of socks were knitted 
and distributed, 20 pairs donated to the Artillery, 17 pairs to the 
Montreal Soldiers Wives’ League for the 148th Battalion besides 
8 pairs of mitts, 7 mufflers and 2 caps, 12 pairs to Miss Dick of the 
Fairmount Presbyterian Church towards making up parcels at 
Christmas for the boys at the Front connected with the church. 
10 pairs to Miss Barwick, 60 pairs sold to members, 50 pairs donated 
to other members at Christmas. About 100 garments were made 
besides comfort bags and pneumonia jackets, 6 bed comforters were 
donated to the Khaki Convalescent Home and $10 was sent to the 
Field Artillery to help provide cigarettes and wool to make socks in 
answer to a request received. The Courtesy Committee reported 
visiting a great number of sick cases, ten cases of distress being 
helped: with money, clothing and groceries, fuel, etc. A Sinking 
Fund was orgnized to provide for a big reception to be given to the 
husbands and friends of members on their return from the Front 


28 


ANNUAL REPORT MONTREAL SOLDIERS’ WIVES’ LEAGUE. 


after the War. A Salvage Committee was also formed for the col- 
lection of waste papers, magazines, old rubbers, etc., the proceeds 
to augment our funds. This committee consisting of Mrs. Haslett 
as convener, with Mrs. McKay, Mrs. Jewett and Mrs. Pashley, 
assistants are all working energetically together to make it a success. 
October being the month decided up mn for the Military Benefit, the 
members decided that our Branch should have a Grocery Booth 
during that week. Members were very successful in canvassing all 
the wholesale firms for supplies of groceries, etc. On October 25th, 
our annual election of officers took place, the following ladies being 
elected: 


Honorary President........ Mrs. R. SHorr. 

Honorary Vice-President... Mrs. T. G. HopGe. 

President:> (seo... os. ce MRSS G.RAINSFORTH: 
Vice-President: .......... Mrs: DUNNETT. 

2nd Vice-President . .... Mrs. ADAMS. 

Recording Secretary....... Mrs. C. Court. 

WNPEAGIITOD geo os ea eile wh een Mrs. MILLar. 

Wool Convener....... n Mrs. GURR. f 

Work Convener.......... Mrs: SUTHERLAND. 

Social Convener........... Mrs. Woopatt, .with Miss 


ROcKfFORD and Mrs. PITMAN 
as Assistants. 
Courtesy Committee..... Mrs. Srmpson, Convener. 
Salvage Committee....... Mrs. DUNNETT, with Mrs. Has- 
LETT, Assistant. 
Arrangements for a social tea and distribution of toys for the 
mothers, wives and children were in progress the latter part of 
December to take place early in the New Year. Letters of sym- 
pathy were sent to members whose husbands or relatives were either 
killed or wounded at the Front and in other cases of bereavement. 
Respectfully submitted, 


C. Cour 


; 


Secretary. 


DELORIMIER BRANCH TREASURER’S STATEMENT 


For Year Ending, December 31, 1916. 


RECEIPTS. 


Balance carried forward from December 31, 1915........ $27.00 
Received during the year for dues. .......6.0:0...000 04 40.45 
Received during the year for fees... ... SSeS ee 56.60 
Received during the year forsocks and yarn.......... : 18.45 
Proceeds of Euchre held in Febru: LES s, cir, eae es a OR a 106.80 
‘ 
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Proceeds of Euchre held:in May....5.. 2.0.25... ae 26.95 
Proceeds from Military Benefit............ eee 58.59 
From all other sources including donations of money..... 58.08 
Total receipts a ae ee wise a. of. ste yn pe $392.92 
EXPENDITURES. 

Paid out for relief during year... .. CRs ee 
Gifts of money and flowers t« ) different ‘objects Pe ghir ay 41.72 
Paid for yarn Ooo: eee a 75.60 
All other general expenses Lo > bp ane ae > 105.49 
Balance: carried forward to 1917. .... 2.3 eee 119.67 
otabess sie aaa $392.92 

Respec ally subbmiitbeds 

5S. MILLAR, 

Treasurer. 


ANNUAL STATEMENT 


Mf the Field Artillery Branch of the Montreal Soldiers’ Wives’ 
League for twelve months, ending, 31st March, 1917. 


Receipts 
Monthly Fees... .. wa diisseedapien + 5b < eo e $194.50 
Afternoon Teas% © .c,. 0.5 0... 0160s ee 85.09 
Field Artillery Circle’s prc opo: yrtion of proceeds of Auction 
Sale (held last May in conjunction with the Grena- 
dier Guards), including several raffles of articles 


which were not soldat the ‘time... ... 2:5. 29a s 489.30 
Result of Benefit Match of the Westmount Bowling Club 
auring: Che sunamer: s,s. oie ee 51.00 


Net proceeds of the High Tea ; given by the Field Artillery 
Branch in connection with the Military Benefit held 
last October. (This, of course, is only 1-3 of what was 
really made, the remainder going to the Soldiers’ 


Wives ued Sie) so. csrcieas Walcot Vc Oner on ee Toe 322.54 
Proceeds from Bridge party given by Mrs. Dunstan Gray 

OI WEGS Dies Pike Gara aneee Sea ae eee 79.00 
Proceeds from Bridge party given by Mrs. Routh and 

Mass“ Desbarats in“ March ec.ncn ante ies 138.50 
Amount realized from Raffle on thoroughbred horse 

donated by Mrs. -Flintottqaconcss cares see 262.00 


Net results of Outremont and St. Lawrence Curling Club 
competitions for walking canes, which were pur- 
chased from the proceeds of Miss Kennedy’s Punch 


Board: Scheme Sto ee ee 122.05 
The raffle of Bed-Spread donated by Miss Cochrane... . 25.00 
Result of ‘“Two-Dollar Donation Scheme”’............. 114.75 


30 


ANNUAL REPORT MONTREAL SOLDIERS’ WIVES’ 


LEAGUE. 


Christmas and other donations.............-.+.+++--: 680.66 


Balance brought forward from previous year..... 


Disbursements. 


For wool and socks......-...- Reem Te hae nr ca $983.34 
Tn LE AE eee ae See eRe ea OY Paar 448.95 
Packing, postage and expenses on parcels and boxes sent 

to the Front, including Christmas Boxes........-. 223.14 
Comforts for the gunners, including those sent from Eng- 

Petpet ied isos at des creas Se at 2 he, sae at YS 345.45 
Assistance to needy Artillery Men's families........ 23.59 
Advertising and printing. Ue cheba rehire Ur alnee pean 31.90 
Expenses incurred in connection with New Year's enter- 

tainment, at which over four hundred were present. 33,98 

$2,090.35 

Balance in Treasury, 31st March, 1917............ 601.17 


$2,691.52 


Montreal, April 2nd, 1917. 
FLORENCE M. KIPPEN, 
Treasurer. 


CANADIAN FIELD ARTILLERY. 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 


The work of the Field Artillery Branch of the Soldiers Wives’ 
League has more than doubled in the past year, as another battery 
and ammunition column have gone overseas as well as several drafts. 
Many new members have joined consequently and have worked 
with much enthusiasm. 

We have been interested in several schemes to raise funds, as our 
reserve is never very large, and the wool is used up quickly. 

An Auction Sale was held in conjunction with the Grenadier 
Guards at Ogilvy’s Store, May 12th and 13th, the management very 
kindly lending us a large room and their tea room, and Mr. Kearns 
generously gave us his services as auctioneer. In this way, nearly 
all the returns were clear profit, and were divided equally between 
the two circles. This, with what we had on hand, gave us enough 
to carry on the work through the summer. 

The Circle disbanded in June, but the work of sending parcels 
overseas was kept up by faithful members who remained in town. 

We resumed our weekly meetings in September, when prepara- 
tions were started for the Military Benefit, our Branch undertaking 


the “High Tea’. 
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The work in connection with this entertainment was enormous. 
and I think that once again all those who helped should be thanked 
for the splendid way they contributed to make the undertaking a 
success. 

Che Soldiers’ Wives’ League held a tea and dance to wind up 
i 1 afternoon tea, and Miss 


Costigan was in charge of the su ing the evening. 
We next turned our attentio1 off Christmas boxes to 


the Artillerymen. The result of a hurry call for socks was amazing. 
In two weeks sufficient were turned in to give a pair to every man 


on our overseas st (1,800 in all We also sent $406.13 worth of 
tobacco in individual boxes. 

On January 6th an entertainment followed by tea was held in the 
Drill Hall for the wives, mothers and children of overseas men. This 


was well attended and seemed to be much enjoyed. 

In response to a letter Mrs. Bates (one of our members in 
England) one hundred dollars was sent to be spent on comforts for 
Artillerymen in the Sick D n Hut, at V 


Whitley. We also gave 
Mrs. E. B. Savage, who went to England in January, $125.00 to buy 
large cakes to be sent to our men at the front. 

The Soldiers’ Wives’ Li 
Cross Funds to assist in collecti 
in February. As we ar 
collect for foursdays at 
Rooms and Freeman’s Hotel. 

We decided in February, that, instead of haying an entertain- 
ment, each member would try to give two dollars or more to the 


as asked by the Patriotic and Red 
g their whirlwind campaign 
the League, we undertook to 
x Store, the Castle Blend Tea 


funds, raising the money anyway they wished. The result was very 
satisfactory. 

We wish to thank the following members who have contributed 
largely to our funds: Mrs. Dunstan Gray, Mrs. Routh, Miss 
Routh and Miss Desbarats gave successful Bridge parties; Mrs. 
Flintoft gave us a horse to raffle, and Miss Cochrane a linen bed- 
spread. The winners were Miss Annie Hackett and Miss Hutchi- 
son. A large cheque was given by Miss Kennedy, the result of a 
punch board scheme and two curling matches held in connection 
with it by the St. Lawrence and the Outremont Curling Clubs. 

All the families on our list have been visited once during the 
year and some assisted, and at our weekly meetings Red Cross work 
has been done. 


The only change in our officers since the previous year is that 
Mrs. Conrad Harrington has been elected temporary secretary, 
Mrs. Coghlin being unable to attend the meetings as she has been 
nursing in No. 3 Khaki Home. 


We are. now entering on our third year’s work and there is much 
to do ahead of us. We hope for the earnest support of all our mem- 
bers, without which it will be impossible to keep up the standard 
we have established. 


KATHARINE M. CREELMAN, President. 
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REPORT OF THE 97TH AND 165TH SIEGE BATTERY 
NOW THE 1ST AND 5TH. 


HE 97th Siege Battery Branch of the S.W.L. was formed by 

Mrs. F. Minden Cole on tl Oth January, 1916, 
club for the purpose of mutual help and social intercourse among 
the wives of the 1 » had gone to the front. Later, the wives 
of the men making up the reinforcements, whicl 


hich were afterwards 
formed into the 165th Siege Battery, joined this Branch. 


as a social 


Social and business meetings were held on the afternoon of the 
last Saturday in each month small membership fee being paid 
to defray the social exp¢ 

The total membership reached about 150 and it was decided 
from the first to interest all the wives in knitting for the benefit 
of the men. In this way a number of socks were sent forward. 
A little later the ‘“‘Benefit’”’ in the Arena coming on turned all 
thoughts in that direction. 

The women worked heartily in this cause all summer with the 
result that by far th ater p of material disposed of at our 
booth at the Military Benefit of the ymen and 
produced the sum of $4 15 came to 
the 97th and 165th as their e of the proce 

At a meeting later 1 decided to ut this money in the 
buying of wool for soc! da \ for Christmas 
bodéxes to be sent fory 1 1 \ } | ther sum sent 
over in cash to provide Chr ( 1e1 t] ien, all of i 
has been duly acknowl 

Since the Ist of Jam ( nding of socks 
has gone forward and t ( 122 pairs 
the most of which als la ime 

Owing to the illn ot Mrs. ¢ e the 1 1 een dis 
continued for some time, but the members of the Committee 
have kept in touch with the women, and if ; are in want or in 
sorrow they are immediately visited. It is hoped that on Mrs. 
Cole’s return to the city meetings will again be rogress. 


LL. A. DOWSLEY, 
( onvener. 


3RD AND 9TH SIEGE 


WOULD like to take the opportunity of thanking the League, 

in behalf of Major Cape and myself for the courtesy you have 
shown to us from time to time in ¢ 
rooms, where the meetings are held, 
at the Military Benefit, and in other way 

This unit has been in France since last June and during that 
time our Committee has sent the men $45.00 worth of tobacco, 
175 Christmas parcels, each containing field comforts, also 200 
pairs of socks and 175 caps. Our Committee has put funds amount- 


llowing us the use of the League 


ivilege of having a booth 
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ing to $500.00 at the disposal of Major Cape to buy any other 
comforts which the men may need. 

The Montreal Soldiers’ Wives’ League has sent 850 pairs 
of socks and at Christmas 175 cakes, 175 boxes of candies and to 
the soldiers’ children a present each, all of which have been very 
much appreciated. I might say that this Battery is made up of 
95%, Canadian born, of which 50% are Westmount men. 

Thanking you on behalf of the Battery. 

noees LILLIAN CAPE, 
President. 


5th PIONEER BATTALION. 
May 1916—January 1917. 
-TAHE Ladies’ Auxiliary of the 5th Pioneer Battalion was organized 
in the Spring of 1916 and the first meeting was held in the Old 
Ogilvy Building, St. Catherine Street, on Thursday, May 11th. 
The following are the officers: 


President. .....- ... JMrs. HO Reivorory 
Vice-President. .... . Mrs. D. ROBERTSON. 
SIERECTALM tetera tm ss lee Miss R. R. LIVINGSTONE. 
Assistant Secretary........ Muss L. LIVINGSTONE: 
ERTGHSNITOLA i cscrals Sae hare Mrs. G. CLAYTON. 
‘onvener of Buying Committee......... Mrs, A. E. COLEMAN. 
‘onvener of Clothing Committee........ -Mrs. T. NOALL. 
‘onvener of Wool Committee.......... Miss R. Lorp iy. 


‘onvener of Emergency Visiting Committee.Mrs. C. P. HILL. 
‘onvener of Visiting Committee in Lachine. Mrs. J. S. FRASER. 
‘onvener of Cutting Out Committee. .....Mrs. K. PARSONS. 

Meetings have*been held once a week for sewing and knitting 
and in case of emergency there has always been plenty of finished 
work on hand. Business meetings have been held once a month. 
In the Autumn of 1916 special attention was given to the Military 
Benefit, held in the Arena, in order to make the Pioneer booth as big 
a success as possible. During the summer, the auxiliary entertained 
the wives and children of the men of the battalion, and later gave 
them a Christmas entertainment and treat. 

At the time of the sudden departure of the Battalion for over- 
seas, enough money was collected in three days, for a few special 
comforts and more than one thousand individual packages were 
done up and were delivered to the men in England during the Christ- 
mas season. For those men who had no one here to provide for 
them, each Company-Commander was given fifty pairs of socks, and 
the Auxiliary is most grateful to the League for their donation 
of apples and socks when the Battalion was leaving and also for 
their previous donation of socks, scarfs and caps. During the past 
few months added effort has been made to have one hundred pairs 
of socks on hand to send across each month. Up to date we have 
received 600 pairs of socks. é 


a a 
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Latterly the meetings of the Auxiliary have been held in the 
League Rooms, Guarantee Building, and the work has been steadily 
progressing. 

Respectfully submitted, 


(Miss) R. R. LIVINGSTONE, 
Secretary. 


CANADIAN ARMY SERVICE CORPS. 


HE Committee of the Army Servicé Branch of the Soldiers 

Wives’ League has held regular monthly mectings, at the resi- 
dences of the various members, during the past year. 

The work has gone on steadily, the wives and families have 
been visited, advice given and assistance rendered where necessary. 

There has been considerable correspondence with various 
officials in Ottawa and England, with reference to matters coming 
up from time to time, and we have been very successful in adjusting 
differences and misunderstandings to the satisfaction of all con- 
cerned. 

Two ladies of this Committee undertook the sale of programmes 
and copies of ‘‘The Growler,” at the Racey Lecture, last spring, 
when $130.00 was realized. 

When it was decided that the Military Benefit should take 
place last autumn the A.S.C. Branch was allotted the charge 
of the Tobacco and Smokers’ Supplies Stall. All the cigars, cigar- 
ettes and smokers’ supplies were donated, so the sum of $1,512.85 
was reached. In addition to this the members sold $465.00 worth of 
admission tickets on the day of the Ticket Campaign, and also 
solicited $700.00 of advertising matter for the programmes sold 
at the Benefit. 

At Christmas time. $125.00 was sent overseas to the various 
AS.C. units from Montreal to augment a little the canteen funds 
and to be used in whatever way seemed best. 

The ladies are knitting and sending boxes of socks, ete., from 
time to time. 

The children at home received Christmas parcels containing 
toys, sweets and where possible also some useful woollen articles. 

At the December meeting, Major Adams of the 1st Reserve 
Park, who was here on a short furlough, spoke in a most interesting 
manner on the work of his unit from the time of leaving Canada 
with the first contingent until the present. Then he said that 
the greatest comfort to the men at the front was to know that 
their wives and families were being visited and advised in their 
difficulties. It helped them to be much more efficient soldiers. 

The members of the Committee have, up to the present, been 


visiting the families of the 1st Reserve Park, No. 6 A.S.C., Depot 
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Units of Supply, Remounts, and are now taking over the 2nd 
Reserve Park. 


An entertainment for the wives and families of all these units 
is being arranged for to take place the end of March. 


Respectfully submitted, 


L. M. SADLER, 
Convener. 
CANADIAN GRENADIERS’ GUARDS. 


HE first week in October we held our annual meeting, and the 
following officers were elected: 


ify SC yTO ESTEE = Roaeaeae Raa ar cot Se ee Mrs. W. I. GEAR. 
1st Vice-President......... Mrs. HERBERT MARLER. 
2nd Vice-President......... Mrs. C. C. BALLANTYNE. 
3rd Vice-President........ Mrs. GILBERT STAIRS. 
Corresponding Secretary.... Mrs. C. H. HANSON. 
Recording Secretary...... .. Mrs. J. W. SHAW. 
Treasurer. a ...... Mrs. Kerra NELLES. 
Convener of the “Women’s 

WIGCECTINES so. soa Mrs. EKERS. 
Assistant Convener........ Mrs. W. W. Mowat. 


The Ladies’ Committee has met regularly every Tuesday morn- 
ing at the Armoury at half past ten. We feel that much work has 
been accomplished. Since the month of September three thousand 
eight hundred and fifty pairs of socks have been sent to our men 
overseas. Two thousand and forty-five Christmas stockings were 
sent over the middle of November, and thirty thousand cigarettes 
are being sent every month. 

The wives of the men at the front meet every second Friday 
to sew or knit and enjoy afternoon tea. These meetings have been 
a huge success. Many thanks are due to the Soldiers’ Wives’ 
League for their courtesy in allowing us the use of their rooms 
for the Women’s Meetings, while our own Armoury was not avail- 
able. We are preparing to present a three-act comedy at His 
Majesty's Theatre on March the 22nd, under the patronage of 
His Excellency the Governor-General and the Duchess of Devon- 
shire, the proceeds to go towards our wool and cigarette fund, 
which always needs replenishing. 

Thanking the Soldiers Wives’ League for their constant and 
unfailing kindness whenever we call upon them 


FLORENCE: GEAR, 
President. 


od 
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14th BATTALION, ROYAL MONTREAL REGIMENT 


HE members of the Victoria Rifles’ Chapter, 1.0.D.E. send 
monthly to the 14th. Battalion, Royal Montreal Regiment, ig 
100 pairs of socks and other comforts, as well as 10,000 cigarettes 
and the magazines ‘‘The Tatler” and “Canada.” 
: To our War Prisoners of this Battalion, who were formerly in the 
Victoria Rifles’ Regiment, are forwarded, through The Canadian if 
Red Cross Society, fortnightly hampers of goods, etc. 
- $300.00 was remitted to a member in London who purchased 


eye 


Delicacies for the Christmas Dinner of the men of the 14th. 
Three large cases filled with tobacco, cigarettes, comforts, etc., f 
have been sent to the Colonel's wife to distribute among the wounded | 
men in English Hospitals. & 
In January, a very successful Entertainment was provided for c 


the mothers, wives and children of the men in the Victoria Rifles’ 


- Armoury, when a number of returned soldiers of the Battalion were ‘ 

also present. a 

a3 The ladies of the 3rd Regiment Victoria Rifles with the 60th 
* and 244th Battalion Branches, took charge of the afternoon tea i 

and evening refreshments, at the Military Benefit in the Arena. i 


This department contributed a considerable amount to the receipts 


V 

of that event. f 
Anna M. WoopdBURN \ 
Hon. Secretary. j 


24th BATTALION V.R.C. 


oy HE committee of the 24th Battalion, during the past year, } 
Ar. have held a weekly meeting on Tuesday mornings, during which i 
xf the members present do Red Cross work and transact the regular | 
i DUSINESS. i 
Yt at At our General Meeting, Mrs. L. E. Dodwell was unanimously i 
-___ re-elected President, Mrs. A. Scott, Secretary, Mrs. G. J. Cuthbert- q 
% son, Treasurer, and Mrs. G. G. Parker, Assistant Treasurer. Since ] 
‘ then, Mrs. Scott and Mrs. Cuthbertson have resigned, their posts | 
being filled by Miss Joyce Smith and Mrs. G. G. Parker. 
os On the 2nd and 4th Tuesday afternoons the Committee hold : 


social gatherings for the women. Red Cross work is done, after 
which there is a short musical programme and tea is served. _ 

In the early fall we were busy making preparations for the 
Military Benefit, at which our booth was the “Country Store,” j 
R: ~ in connection with which a Post Office was run and ice cream cones 
é were sold. The Committee also sold tickets and took part in the big i 
whirlwind campaign, being very. successful in the down-town dis- 
tricts, which were alloted to us. At the close of the Military Benefit 
the 24th were able to give the Soldiers Wives’ League a check for 


>. $1,158.67.. 
Se _ During the summer, Mrs. A. Hardman and Mrs. Boyd sold 
i ice cream on the McGill Campus, in which venture we were very 
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successful. Mrs. Reynolds held a concert in Victoria Hall, the pro- 
ceeds from which she very kindly sent us a donation. The Maison- 
neuve Red Cross Group also helped very much by holding a Sock 
Shower. 

At Xmas time the usual parcels were forwarded to our men. 700 
packages containing chocolate, gum, bachelor buttons, candles, 
handkerchiefs, cigarettes, socks and a Xmas card. To those in 
hospital 300 comfort bags were sent. That both parcels and bags 
were greatly appreciated has since been shown by the letters of 
thanks sent to members of the committee. 

On December 29th, a Xmas treat was held for the families of 
the men in the 24th, invitations to which were issued by Miss 
Shepherd, who is in charge of our regimental lists. During the 
afternoon a very interesting programme was given, after which tea 
was served. On going home each child was given an apple, orange, 
bag of candy, and a toy. -Mrs. Walsh very kindly took charge of a 
special table for the returned soldiers. 

When the Khaki League made their house to house canvas the 
24th took the upper level from Claremont to Mt. Pleasant Ave. 
This same ground was covered during the Patriotic campaign, at 
which time we also took over the Queen's Hotel. 

On St. Valentine’s night the committee held a Bridge and 
Dance, at the Ritz-Carlton, which our Treasurer’s report shows was 
most certainly asuccess. In this, we were joined by Mrs. Loomis and 
her committee. 

In connection with the returned soldiers, who have been dis- 
charged, it was found necessary to form a committee to look after 
their families and see that their pensions were being attended to. 
Mrs. A. Shatford and Mrs. J. N. Greenshields were asked to be the 
conveners, with a large committee to work with them. In order 
that they could better understand what the men are entitled to,and 
thus. be able to explain clearly to the men and their wives, Mrs. J. 
Williamson Ross was asked to give us an address on pensions, which 
she very kindly did making our last meeting a very interesting and 
instructive one. 

As a large numberof the 148th men have been draughted into the 
24th, Mrs. Magee was asked to come to our meetings and to work in 
conjunction with our committee on these cases, and report to Mrs. 
Hardman, who is the convener of our casualty committee. As Mrs. 
Hardman has a very strong visiting committee we have heen able, 
as each casualty is reported to visit, where possible, or write to the 
families, and, if necessary, to help them. ' 

Mrs. Dodwell and Mrs. McNicoll were conveners of the Ticket 
Committee for Racey’s Concert. 


SECRETARY'S REPORT 
Total receipts amounted to 
Total disbursements amounted to 


Balance 
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* 24th BATTALION V.R.C.—VISITING COMMITTEE 


URING the year 167 families have been visited, fourteen 
of these have been helped financially, or otherwise. i 
‘ This help, not of a permanent nature, was intended to fill in the 
gap existing, until other arrangements were completed. This in : 
the case of casualties. 4 
Regarding the new Draft of our Battalion. The Committee of 
the 148th, over 300 of which, Battalion, are with the 24th, will 
continue to care for their casualties, leaving only a sympathic call 

for our Ladies to make. 

Respectfully submitted, 

B. ALICE HARDMAN, : 
Convener. ‘ 


WOOL COMMITTEE , 


ESIDE the cases of Xmas parcels, sent to the Battalion in 
France,wesent 150 comfort bags, containing magazines, stories, 
playing cards, chewing gum, pencil, paper and cigarettes sent to the 
24th, wounded, in England. In December, the Wool Committee 
started shipping to France a case each week, from December Ist 
to March 1st, 13 cases have been shipped containing 1,610 pairs 
socks, 16 pairswristlets, 16 mufflers, 13 wraps. Of these 103 pairs socks ; 
have been knit by the wives and mothers of our soldiers, the wristlets, 
mufflers, caps, and 328 pairs socks have been donations. There has i 
been 650 Ibs. of wool purchased, of which we have about*250 Ibs. to i 
be returned knit into socks. The Committee of the 148th Battalion 
have sent us 3 cases containing 125 pairs of socks each, which 
have been sent to France for 148th men drafted into 24th Battalion. 
During December we sent to the Parcels Department Canadian 
Red Cross, London, England, 6 pine pillows of 100 magazine j 
stories, to be forwarded to 24th Battalion wounded in England. 
| 

' 


Mrs. Cowan 
Mrs. Laing 
Mrs. Heatoro 
Miss Shepherd 
Wool Committee. 


THE 60th BATTALION J 
For the Year 1916 


_ ¥T has been decided by the committee previous to January, 1916, 
that when the Battalion went to France we should send them 
one hundred and fifty pairs of socks each month, so wool was pur- 
chased anid the wives and mothers of the men notified that it would 
be given: out in the League rooms every Monday afternoon; ~ a 
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Up to the present we have taken in an average of 20 pairs per 
week. With these and five pairs per month from each member of 
the committee, 10 pairs from the Victoria Rifles Chapter 1.0,DiES 
and 10 pairs from the Grenadier Guards Committee, we were able 
to send forward from February to the end of May 660 pairs. In 
the latter part of June we sent three cases containing 180 pairs and 
extra comforts. 

On the 23rd. of May we gave a tea for the wives and mothers of 
the men, at which a letter was read from Major Evans telling of the 
splendid way the men had done their duty. 

As our efforts are now being put into collecting enough socks for 
the men to start the winter with, only one case of 150 pairs was sent 
in August. In September 975 pairs of socks and 150 pairs of wrist- 
lets were sent. Our Christmas boxes contained 1,000 stockings, con- 
taining each a handkerchief, a hand towel, pipe, 1 pound box of hard 
candy, a package of chocolate, and games, puzzle or mouth organ, 
sterno candles, paper, pencil and envelopes. These were sent the 
1st October. Cakes and smokes were forwarded from England. 

We assisted the Victoria Rifles in the Tea Room at the Military 
Benefit. 

After Christmas, a second tea was given, at which a number of 
our returned soldiers were present. 

Where there have been casualities, the families have been visited 
as far as possible and in a couple of cases of returned soldiers, we 
have assisted the families financially. 

During the year, we have raised and spent one thousand dollars, 
and have distributed 225 pounds of wool. 

We wish to take this opportunity to express our sincere thanks 
to the Montreal Soldiers’ Wives’ League for the use of the rooms 
and to the Daughters of the Empire for forwarding our cases. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Mrs.) H. I. PAvVEy, 
Convener. 


242ND FORESTRY BATTALION. 


HE 242nd Forestry Committee Branch of the Soldiers’ Wives’ 

League organized for work on Dec. 11th, 1916, Mrs. J.B. White, 
wife of the O.C. was elected President and Mrs. J. W. Hughson, 
Honorary Secretary-Treasurer. The Committee consists of officers’ 
wives and other ladies interested in the Battalion. 

The Committe meet the soldiers’ wives every fourth Friday, 
when matters of interest are discussed, wool given out to be knitted 
and tea served. The Soldiers’ Wives’ League kindly offered their 
rooms for this day. 


On January 29th, a Bridge and. Five-Hundred was held at the - 
Ritz-Carlton, when $235.25 was realized. In addition to this, various — 
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» donations are gratefully acknowledged, among these toys and 50 

_ pairs socks from the League. 

- At Christmas time the wives’ families of the men were all invited 

to a tea in the League rooms, when parcels consisting of toys, etc., 
were given. 

= Two hundred pairs socks have been sent over to the Battalion 

_ and all the Soldiers’ wives residing in the Montreal district have 

been visited. 

"The committee has now 50 pounds wool, 50 pairs socks and a 

balance of $308.74. 


Respectfully submitted, 
pees of : Jean M. Waite, 
Re Convener. 


244TH BATTALION (Kitchener’s Own). 


= > 
' 7 FHE Ladies’ Committee of the 244th Battalion was organized in 

September, 1916, to provide comforts for the men, visit their 
_ families and give help when necessary. 
a At our first meeting the Colonel and Officers of the Battalion 
"very generously presented us with $500 from their Fund to enable 
__us to buy wool. Each member pays a monthly fee of fifty cents and 
collects as much money as possible from friends to add to our wool 
- fund, whicheseems to almost melt away owing to the high price of 
wool. 
_ ____ The energetic way in which the members have worked enables 
-_ me to report that our men will be well equipped with comforts. 
_ Wewere very pleased to be able to donate about 75 pairs of wristlets 
___to the Composite Battalion. 
-  _ Last autumn, together with the Victoria Rifles and the 60th 
Battalion, under the convenorship of Mrs. George Starke and Mrs. 
_ Molson Crawford, we assisted at the Military Benefit at the Arena 
___and received for our pleasure and trouble a nice little cheque. 
ie On December 27th, in the Battalion Barracks, we had a Christ- 
mas Tree and Tea for the families of the men. We welcomed a 
_ large number of the men as well, which brought our number up to 
over 600. Our thanks are due to the Soldiers’ Wives’ League for 


. 


helping us with this entertainment by generously donating $25.00, 
i also we would like to record our appreciation for the use of the 
_ League rooms, where we meet our women every week to distribute 
_ wool and knit for the Battalion, which work, in Soldier Language, 
oe we intend to “Carry On.” 


Respectfully submitted, 
S. McROBIE. 


41 


é 


ANNUAL REPORT MONTREAL: SOLDIERS’ WIVES’ LEAGUE. a 


LIST OF MEMBERS | 
Appott, Mrs. WILLIAM ; _. 435 Grosvenor Ave. | 
ARMSTRONG, Mrs. EpGar N. Cavendish Apartment . | 
250 Sherbrooke W. 
ARNOLD, Miss GERTRUDE 423 Mount Pleasant Ave. -| 
Apams, Mrs... oe 2359 Cartier ei | 
AnpERSON, Mrs. GAR. 56 Westmount Ave. Mtl. W. 
Summer Pointe-Claire 
ARCHIBALD, Mrs. E.. 160 Metcalfe St. 
ALLAN; MRS...... 829 Lorne Crescent 
Apair, Mrs. R.....--+-- . _.. 18 McTavish mn | 
Busteep, Mrs. E. B......------ _., 4035 Dorchester, West | 
Brrxett, Mrs. H.S.. 0... 6s seers 252 Mountain 4) 
Bovey, Mrs. W. Pan inte teh Durocher i: 
Brown, Mrs. E. R....--- Bete atts 451 Mackay * 
BLAIKLOcK, Mrs. M.5......----8s00+> 105 Mackay { 
Bortinec, Miss...... ‘ ; 14 Ste. Famille 
BarLow, Miss W. L. RE enon a 1769 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
BARWICK, Miss.. . ae 2 102 Crescent 
Bucuanan, Mrs. F. P. < .. wees 212 Cote’St. Antoine Ra: a 
BERTRAM, LADY.......--- _aevevsss 4217 Western Ave. , 
Brown, Mrs. I. CAMPBELL Pea _.. 22 Cote des Neiges Rd. ; 
BuRNSIDE, Mrs. D.. Shroot cca 22 Prince Arthur West “if 
BETHUNE, Miss.......-- ROG ta ee 627 Dorchester West ; 
Brack, Mrs. J. P. .. ioc d eeele _... 21 Cote des Neiges Hill 
BiRcHALL, Mrs. A. S.....- ne .. Chambly Basin | 
BLAIKLOCK, Mrs. GEORGE 
Brown, Mrs. J. STEVENSON 13 Bishop d 
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Brown, Miss TILLIE Er eetan ool .... 32 Crescent 3 
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BROWNE, MIss : CO tee” . 1623 Esplanade “a 
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CONSTITUTION OF SOLDIERS’ WIVES’ LEAGUE 


(Adopted 30th March, 1900.) 


I.—NAME 
cea) The name of the Association is the SoLpIERS’ WiIvEs’ LEAGUE. 
ay Il.—Osject 


- The object of this League is to bring the Wives of all Soldiers, whether of 
Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers, of Men or the Staff, Permanent Corps 
--and Active Militia of Canada, into closer touch and sympathy, with one another, 
so that whether in sickness or in health, they may be able mutually to aid and 
assist one another and their families in times of difficulty, trouble or distress. 


[1 ].—PATRONESSES 


There may be a Patroness and one or more Vice-Patronesses. 


[V.—Councu 


_ The affairs of the League shall be managed by a Council which shall consist of 
a President, Vice-Presidents, District Presidents, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, 
_ and two Members. 

The Council will meet annually at Ottawa on a date coinciding with the Gen- 
eral Meeting of the Dominion Rifle Association, which is usually held in February 
of each year. The Council shall have the power to make or amend the Rules of 
the League, administer its affairs generally, receive and distribute funds contri- 
buted for general use, and conduct such business as may be brought before it. The 

~ Council will receive annually the Reports of the District Branches. The Council 
oy will elect annually the President, two Vice-Presidents, the General Secretary, 

-__ the General Treasurer, and the two Members. Five will form a quorum. 
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V.—EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


There shall be an Executive Committee consisting of the President, the Vice- 
Presidents, the two Members, the General Secretary and the General Treasurer. 
_ The Members of the Executive Committee must be residents of Ottawa. To the 
rae charge of this Committee shall be entrusted.all the business of the Council during 
the year, except that it shall not be able to alter the Rules or Constitution of the 

League. 
This Committee shall assemble whenever it may be deemed necessary by the 
"President, or Vice-President acting on behalf of the President. Three to form a 

quorum. 
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VI.—MINUTES 


The Minutes of Council and Executive Committee shall be entered in a book 
for that purpose by the General Secretary. 


a VII.—FINANCE 

= - > . - 
ey Each District Branch will pay into the Council annually the sum of five 
_ dollars for the purpose of meeting necessary current expenses. 

= VIII.—LeEaGuE YEAR 

f x = The League Year will commence on the 1st January and terminate on the 31st 
of December. 
Gees District BRANCHES 


- District Branches shall be formed in each Military District. 
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THE MONTREAL BRANCH OF THE SOLDIERS’ WIVES’ LEAGUE 


MEMBERSHIP.—The Wives, Daughters, Mothers, Relatives and Friends of all 
Officers, N.C. Officers and Men of the Permanent and Militia Forces of Canada 
are eligible as Members. 


SuBscRIPTION.—An annual subscription of one dollar shall be payable in January, 
Only members whose fees have been paid for three months are entitled to vote. 


ORGANIZATION.—The Organization of the Montreal Branch shall be: A General 
Committee, an Executive Committee and a Sub-Committee. The General Com- 
mittee consists of the full membership of the League. This Committee shall 
conduct the general business of the League at their regular meetings, 20 shall 
constitute a quorum. 

The Executive Commitice consists of the Hon. President, the Officers of the 
League and the Presidents of Branches. It shall consider business to be brought 
before the general committee. Six shall form a quorum. 

The Sub-Executive Committee-consists of the Hon. President, and the officers 
of the League, and shall transact special business and attend matters requiring 
immediate attention. Four shall form a quorum. 


Orricers.—The officers shall be an Hon. President, President, three Vice-Presi- 
dents, Treasurer, Rec.-Secretary, and two Corresponding Secretaries. The 
President is ex-officio, 4 member of every Committee. The Corresponding 
Secretaries are ex-officio members of the Emergency Committee, and one should 
be present at all meetings., The Treasurer is ex-officio a member of all Com- 
mittees which distribute the money of the League. 


Locat BrancuEes.—Branches should be formed in connection with every regiment 
and unit in the district. Other Branches may be formed at the discretion of the 
League. The Branches shall be called by the name of the regiment or unit 
with which they are associated followed by “Branch of the Montreal Soldiers’ 
Wives’ League.’ Other Branches may bear any preferred name, but followed 
by the same words. No Branch shall dissolve or separate from the League 
without notifying the Executive. 


MEETINGS.—The League closes its year on the 31st of December. Annual General 
Meeting shall be held later for the reception of reports and election of officers. 
The President shall appoint a nominating Committee of three from among the 
members of the Sub-Executive Committee. Other nominations may also be 
made from the floor. 


These By-Laws may be changed only at a General Meeting of the League 
and notice of such change must be given in writing to the Executive, two months 
before, for consideration. A two-thirds vote of the members present will be 
necessary to carry. 
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